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DECISION

Appearances:   Margaret  Miller,  Esq.,   and James  H.  Barkley,  Esq.,
Office  of  the  Solicitor,  U.S.  Department of  Labor,
Denver,   Colorado,
for  Petitioner;
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Rollinsville,  Colorado,   pro  se.

Before:

Judge  Carlson

This  consolidated  case,   heard under  the provisions of  the
Federal Mine Safety and  Health  Act  of  1977   (the  "Act"),   arose out
of   inspections  conducted on  June  2,   1982  and  September  22,   1982
at  respondent's  underground precious metals mine near  Idaho
Springs,  Colorado.     As  a result  of  hhese  inspections,   the
Secretary  issued  five  citations  alleging violations  of various
mandatory  safety  standards  promulgated under  the Act.

REVIEW  AND  DISCUSSION
OF   THE  EVIDENCE

General Background.

The

In  1982,   respondent  Silver Ventures was  engaged  in the
opening of  a gold  and  silver mine.     Shaft driving was  in
progress,   and  surface   installations were not yet completed.
June  and  September   inspections with which this decision  is
concerned  took place  against  that background.
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During   Inspector  Richard W.   Coon's  June  2,   1982  inspection
of   respondent's  mine  he examined  three wires  extending  from a
switch box  in  the  air  building,   a  surface  structure where  theas a malfunction of the
